Chapter Questions: Notes and Answers (p. 53)

Knowledge and Understanding

Question 1 Define each of the following terms:

Question 1 a) more globalized core

The more globalized core is the part of the world in which countries are more strongly integrated into a globalized world than is the rest of the world.

Question 1 b) less globalized periphery

The less globalized periphery is the part of the world that is less integrated into a largely globalized world than is the core.

Question 1 c) Old Core

The Old Core includes nations that have been globalized for many years (even before the term existed). Included are Western Europe, Canada, the United States, Japan, Australia, and New Zealand.

Question 1 d) New Core

The New Core includes nations that have joined the core (i.e., become significantly globalized) in recent years. Most significant members of this group are Eastern Europe, and the BRIC nations (Brazil, Russia, India, and China).

Question 1 e) Near Core

The Near Core includes nations that have significant potential to join the Core in the foreseeable future. Examples of these nations include much of Latin America, much of the Middle East, and the Philippines.

Question 1 f) Far Periphery

The Far Periphery includes nations that are the least globalized and furthest from joining the Core. Included are much of sub-Saharan Africa and scattered nations elsewhere, such as Haiti and Myanmar (Burma).

Question 2 You were exposed to a great many terms for describing country groups in this chapter, many of which overlap. Listed below are these terms, grouped by the model in which each appears. Pair the Core/Periphery model to each of the other models in the table. For example, the term “Old Core” would be paired with the term “Developed.” Use Venn diagrams to identify the overlaps.
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When a region corresponds to more than one region, add an arrow to show the strongest linkage. For example, in #6, the Near Core
includes members of the Second and Fourth Worlds, but it is most like the Fourth World. Draw the arrow from “Near Core” to “Fourth
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In each example, start with the parts of the world in our Four-World globalization-based model to find equivalents in other grouping
models. For example, in #4, the Near Core and Far Periphery would be similar to the Third World. Draw a shape that encloses all
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Question 3 Consider the five-world model. Why was it inevitable that this model would eventually evolve into a four-world model of some sort?

As was mentioned previously, the Second World (Communist nations) had to disappear as

Communist governments were replaced by a variety of democratic and autocratic governments.

As this change occurred, these nations came to be grouped based more on their level of economic, social, and political development instead of the kind of government they have.

Question 4 a) We have looked at a model for country grouping based on the idea that economic, social, and political development stem from globalization. Why does this idea make sense? In your answer, consider all three aspects of development as described in this chapter.

Globalization is perhaps the most important trend in the world today. It has had impacts on virtually all aspects of life, ranging from economics and trade (e.g., the dramatic loss of manufacturing jobs in Old Core countries), to culture (e.g., the impact that Hollywood images have on much of the world), to geopolitics (e.g., George W. Bush’s desire to spread democracy by means of invasion if necessary). Furthermore, if we accept the idea that the degree of globalization existing in a country is related to the likelihood that it will be involved in conflict, this approach to grouping makes a great deal of sense.

Question 4 b) Even members of the Far Periphery like Bangladesh and Zambia have some degree of globalization. Describe examples of this for each of these countries. If you do not know the answers, you may have to do some Internet research.

There are many possible examples. People in both of these countries drive Toyotas (often the ubiquitous 15-passenger mini-bus) and drink Coca-Cola. Both countries are significant players in the world economic system, Bangladesh as a textile-manufacturing nation and Zambia as a source of minerals. Bangladesh has a unique place in the efforts of poorer people in many nations to rise out of poverty (and, in passing, to propel their nations into a richer, more globalized state)—it is the birthplace of microcredit.

Thinking

Question 5 a) Look at the ten measures of global involvement in Figure 3–1. Write a brief description, in your own words, of each measure, indicating why it is a useful measure of economic, social, and/or political development. (Hint: You may wish to refer to the Glossary for an explanation of some of the terms.)

1. Freedom House rating is a simple measure of political freedom and civil rights in a country. Freedom House is a respected, nonpartisan organization that works to advance democracy and freedom in the world. The values used in the textbook are the sum of the two scores published by Freedom House—one for political freedom and the other for civil rights. Each of these scores can range from 1 to 7 with 1 being the best. The descriptors used (“free,” “partly free,” “not free”) come from Freedom House. These scores are updated annually, and you may want to have students check the Web site above to see if significant changes have occurred.

2. Infant-mortality rate is a classic measure of social development (and indirectly economic development) in a country. One advantage of this variable is that data are available for virtually every country over a long time span so that comparisons and assessment of progress are relatively easy.
3. Gross Domestic Product per capita on a PPP basis is a widely used measure of the economic status of a country. The use of a purchasing power parity statistic takes into account the varying costs of living in different countries, i.e., that a dollar in the Philippines will buy more than a dollar in Germany.
4. Percentage of GDP from agriculture is another classic measure of economic development. As countries develop economically, more of their wealth comes from manufacturing and, later in the process, services. As this occurs, the importance of agriculture to the economy declines enormously.
5. Visiting tourists as a percentage of population is a less commonly used measure of global interaction. Having a large number of tourists does two things: it aids economic development and it exposes the residents of a country, for better or worse, to people and ideas from the wider world.
6. Oil consumption per capita is a useful measure of economic development. Rightly or wrongly, wealth brings with it the use of larger amounts of oil and other energy.
7. Human Development Index is the widely used UN-derived measure of which country in the world is the best to live in. It includes both economic and social inputs (GDP per capita, life expectancy, and literacy levels).
8. Number of McDonald’s locations per million people McDonald’s is a globally iconic brand and the McDonald’s company has been quick to respond to the expansion of the global market. If a country is sufficiently wealthy and sufficiently globalized, McDonald’s will be there. McDonald’s had an outlet in Iran for two days in 1995.
9. Corruption-Perception Index from Transparency International is a measure similar to the Freedom House rating in that it is calculated annually by an NGO to provide a valuable measure of a country’s status—in this case corruption in the country’s public sector.
10. Internet users per 100 000 people is an attempt to provide a direct measure of the “connectedness” of a country in a globalized world. It is also a measure of economic development, since building the infrastructure for the net is not cheap.
Question 5 b) Suggest two additional measures that could be used to describe development in each area.

There are any number of variables that would be interesting to pursue to see how useful they would be for this purpose. Three excellent sources for these are the CIA Factbook—www.cia.gov/ library/publications/the-world-factbook, www.nationmaster.com, and the UN’s Human
Development Report— http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global/hdr2009/.

Some examples of variables are:

· Economic development—Ratio of trade/GDP, number of phones (land/cellular per capita), economic aid (donor/recipient) per capita
· Social development—Gender Development Index (from UN HDR, a variation on HDI that takes into account participation of women), total fertility rate, percentage of population in tertiary education
· Political development (these tend to be much harder to find)—Percentage of legislators who are women, time required to start a business (go through all of the legal procedures). The latter is an interesting statistic (from nationmaster.com). Its usefulness is suggested by the fact that the fastest countries to do this are Australia, Canada, Denmark, US, and Iceland (all members of the Old Core, and the slowest countries are Suriname, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Laos, and Congo DR (all members of the Far Periphery).

Question 6 Why might higher levels of development of a country be related to temperate locations?

This is a question that has interested geographers for decades. Any number of explanations have been given for the difference between North and South (or really between Temperate and Tropical).

Some of the explanations are:

· Growing conditions in temperate regions are better than in tropical areas where laterization of soils is a major problem. These conditions contributed to a greater and earlier food surplus that allowed for more job specialization outside farming.
· Temperate areas have cold weather in winter that contributes to there being less severe disease conditions, i.e., disease outbreaks are slowed or even eliminated in winter.
· Living in temperate areas is more demanding of ingenuity to overcome the challenge of winter conditions, forcing people to develop their technologies and economies to survive.
