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Contemporary World






Name __________________

Independent Reading L.E.S.
Task: 
· As the name implies, independent study will involve you reading a book and then completing a series of activities associated with this book. This independent study is something that you will be given class time for, but that you will also be responsible for completing at home.
1. Choose ONE of the following books for independent reading
Kristof, Nicholas D. and Sheryl WuDunn. Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into 
Opportunity for Women Worldwide. New York: Knopf, 2009. 
(ISBN: 978-0-30-726714-6)
Levitt, Steven D. and Stephen J. Dubner. Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores The Hidden Side of Everything. Revised and Expanded Edition. New York: HarperCollins, 2006. (ISBN: 978-0-06-123400-2)
Lott, John R. Freedomnomics: Why The Free Market Works and Other Half-Baked Theories Don’t. Washington: Regnery Publishing, 2007. (ISBN 978-1-59698-506-3)

Nafisi, Azar. Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books. New York: Random House, 2008. (ISBN: 978-0-8129-7930-5)

Please note that there are a maximum number of students allowed to read any one book, so you must sign up for the book with your teacher (first come first served) and have her approve your selection. These books are readily available editions and easily purchased from local bookstores and online stores (such as amazon.ca or indigochapters.ca).
2. Bring your chosen (and approved) book to class by the following date:

_________________________________________________
3. Read the book you have chosen and discuss the book with your “book club” group. 
· Each time that you meet in your “book club” groups, one person from your group will be responsible for leading the discussion and activities that your group engages in. When it is your turn to lead, you must come to class prepared on that day with discussion questions or some other type of activity that will last 30-40 minutes.
4. With your “book club” group, plan and carry out an activity that will involve the whole class for 30-40 minutes. Some suggested activities include:

· Watching a film or part of a film.

· Reading a newspaper or magazine article.

· Playing a game or simulation activity.

· Presenting a PowerPoint slide show
You must provide your teacher with 5 multiple choice test questions based on your presentation, some of which will be included on your January test.
5. Choose and complete any 8 of the activities provided (individually, or with one partner). 
· You should be completing these activities as you read the book; there are many questions that you can answer even if you have not yet finished the entire text.
· You will have to be very organized and self-disciplining if you wish to complete this assignment properly and hand it in on time. Answer the following questions so that you can begin preparing for this assignment: 
· Based on the length of my chosen book, how many pages am I going to have to read per week so that I can finish reading it on time?

· How many responses will I write per week so that I am not stuck writing them all the night before the assignment is do?
Evaluation:

· The Independent Reading LES will make up a portion of your Term 2 Competency marks (including understands a contemporary world issue, takes a position on a contemporary world issue, and exercises critical judgement CCC).
· It will be marked on the basis of thoroughness and correct documentation and will be evaluated according to the evaluation criteria rubric provided below.
· You will submit the activities for marking twice during the term:
· Section # 1: 4 completed activities from Section #1 of the activity choices list 

(Due by _________________________________)
· Section # 2: 4 completed activities from Section #2 of the activity choices list 

(Due by _________________________________)
Independent Reading Activity Choices
You MAY choose to work in pairs for each of the two sections of this assignment. However, you must be aware of the fact that if you do so, each member of the pair agrees to receive the same mark for the work. Therefore, be aware of the possible consequences (inability to meet with partner, different level of effort put into the assignment, potential arguments, etc.) that may result from making this choice. If you decide to work with somebody, please note that you may NOT work with the same person for both sections of the assignment. You must choose a different partner for the 2nd section, or you must work on your own.
Choose and complete ANY 4 of the following activities from Section #1 and ANY 4 activities from Section #2. Be sure however, that you address EVERY PART of the activities that you choose to respond to. Marks will be deducted for missing elements. Activities that require written responses should normally run from 350-450 words.
Note: 
· When completing each of the activities, you will certainly have to refer to specific sections of the book you are reading (or other sources) to support your comments or as a reference point for your ideas. 
· For example, in question Section #3, Question #1, when explaining the nature of the conflict that arises in the text, it is understood that you will need to quote from the text to answer the question in any meaningful way. Even when creating a crossword puzzle (such as in Section #1, Question #4), you will need to provide information as to where the terms/clues you have included come from. 
· This is something that YOU will have to judge based on your selections. If you make wise judgements and cite your sources properly, your CCC mark will reflect this. If you make poor judgements in this respect and do not cite properly (or at all), then your CCC mark will also reflect this.
Section #1 (understands a contemporary world issue and CCC evaluation)

1) What are the conflicts or problems that either the author or one of the characters in the text faces? Explain what types of the antagonists they face (is it another person, a societal pressure, an economic concept, a governmental bill, a medical problem, a combination of several of these, etc.). How does the author or character attempt to or succeed in addressing these conflicts (what is their plan)? In responding to this question you should a) identify at least 3 different conflicts, b) explain the natures of these conflicts, c) illustrate how the person involved tries to resolve the conflict.
2) Write or draw what you think the author or a character from your book would dream about. Either describe or draw the dream in detail. Consider what significance this dream might have for the character and make sure that this significance is clear in your response or in the picture. Make sure to maintain the integrity of the text’s character and setting; the dream must be something they might dream (not you). If drawing the dream, remember that your drawing will be scored based on how much detail is included (and not on your drawing talent). You may use color (or simply black and white) but the drawing cannot look messy!  Make sure you BRIEFLY indicate in writing (on the back of the picture) who is dreaming and what they are dreaming about.

3) What is the setting of the text?  Is the historical/cultural/geographical setting important or could the conflict stated in the text have happen anywhere or at any other point in history? Why/Why not?  Name and elaborate upon at least one thing about this setting that you do identify with (that you understand from personal experience) and one aspect of this setting that you cannot identify with or have trouble identifying with.  
4) Make a crossword puzzle based on your text (or based on a section of it) that uses terminology that one would study in either an economics or a history class. Include 8 words across and 8 words down. Provide a clue for each word and the answer key.

5) Think of a major historical or economic concept from the book that particularly strikes you. Use clippings from magazines or newspapers (or with computer software), create collage that takes that concept you have identified as its controlling image. Then, transform that concept into a witty, touching, or memorable slogan and add that slogan to the collage. Basically, the collage and slogan will form a single-page visual advertisement that will provide awareness of that issue to people looking at it. The collage should NOT look messy and should include between 4-6 different clips. You may use less or more clips, but remember that you the ad must have be designed for the greatest impact. The images on it must also cohesively relate to the SINGLE concept you are representing. 
6) Explain the significance of the title. Authors do not choose a title randomly.  Usually the tile is meaningful in some way. What might it by symbolic of? Why is the title appropriate or inappropriate to the ideas presented in the text? Look at the way the title is presented graphically (font, size, colour). What does design element help tell you about the text and how does it do this? If you had to come up with your own title for the book, what would it be? (You MUST answer this last question: you cannot just say that you would leave the title as it is).
7) Write a newspaper article about an event that occurred during course of the story. Remember, journalists try to answer the following questions in their articles: who, what, where, when, why.

Section #2 (takes a position on a contemporary world issue and CCC eval)

1) Write a "Dear Abby" column with a question from one person in the book who is asking Abby for advice on something. You (as Abby) must answer this question in as much depth, and with as much thoughtfulness, as you can. Remember, if the character lives in a different place and/or time, you must answer in a way that would be consistent with the response of someone also living in that time/place.

2) Think of the major historical or economic concepts from the book that either the author, or persons in the text have to deal with. Create a motto for 2 different characters (or author) in the text that deals with one or many of these concepts. Remember, a motto is a word or phrase that describes a principle that someone lives by or believes in. For example: “to thine own self be true.” To successfully complete this assignment you must identify the two people you are creating motto’s for, you must write their individual motto out, and you must explain in DETAIL why this motto would be appropriate for, or meaningful to, that person.
3) Choose one of the characters from the text (you may even choose a person that plays a minor role in the text) and write a dialogue between that person and someone else (who can, but does not have to be part of the story). The dialogue must identify an issue that relates to the chosen text and at least one of the person’s participating in the dialogue must illustrate and explain their position on, or opinion of, that issue. Of course, the dialogue must be properly formatted.

4) Imagine that you were conducting an interview with one of the major characters in or author’s of the text. List 6 questions you would ask him/her. Choose one and answer that question in the way that you would expect that character to answer it. Remember to maintain the integrity of the character and answer the question the way that they (not you) would answer it. 

5) Pretend that you are responsible for the publishing of a new edition to the book you are reading. Create a new dust jacket for the text. Remember, in acting as the publisher you must make a variety of important decisions. Which fonts/pictures will you use? What kind of summary will you write for the text? Will you include any quotes from “notable” publications or famous people on the jacket (These, of course, can be made up)? Will you include the ISBN and publication information as well as the price on the jacket? Your goal in this activity is not only to create the cover, but to SHOW in the organization and production of that cover that you have considered these questions above, and that you, as the publisher have come up with a CLEAR and cohesive position on the text you are publishing (For example, the cover of Freakonomics shows a picture of an apple whose insides are actually an orange. You can see from this picture that the publisher’s position on the text has to do with showing something to be what it is not; they are emphasizing (pictorially) the difference between illusion and reality…AKA Irony.

6) Name some aspects of the text that you did not like and explain why. Consider the following in your response: why the author was not successful in getting the message across, why did the book not meet your expectations, why you did not learn anything from the book, why the characters/persons involved were unbelievable, unreliable, inaccessible to you, etc. What did you find most bizarre about the text and why would you not recommend this book to any one? Why you would probably never read a book by this author again?

7) Name some aspects of the book that you did like and explain why. Use the same prompters above, but switch them from the negative to the positive position.
Assignment Submission Writing Guidelines
You must follow the criteria as outlined below. 
Unless otherwise specified, failure to follow the guidelines will result in a mark penalty PER ITEM in the organization section of the evaluation criteria rubric. 
This rule will be STRICTLY enforced.
Your assignment must… 

· Be submitted in a pocket folder
· Include a properly formatted cover page (1 for the whole assignment; a separate cover page for each activity is not necessary)

· Be clearly labelled with the number of the activity you are responding to.

· Unless you are submitting a drawing or collage, your assignment must be typed on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper with 1 inch margin on all sides 

· If typed, use Times New Roman font (size 12) and double-space the text
· Use MLA (Modern Languages Association) Parenthetical Citation and be accompanied by a Work Cited page if any source is used (See the Research Guide for further info).

· Adhere strictly to the word count (specified with the assignment)

· Include a copy of that assignment’s Evaluation Criteria Rubric
N.B: Titles of texts need to be in italics or underlined; choose one and be consistent throughout your assignment.  Titles of shorter pieces, like songs and articles are in “quotations marks.”
· For example: 

The Adventures of Ulysses is a book; it should either be in italics or underlined.
”The Road Not Taken” is a poem; it should be in quotation marks.
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	Independent Book L.E.S. Rubric: Understands a Contemporary World Issue

	Criteria
	Performance Levels 

	
	[1]                  [2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]

	
	0-40%
	41-56%
	63-72%
	80-85%
	92-100%

	Understands the issue at hand:

Student can identify the actors involved in the issue, is aware of the spatial and temporal limits of it, understands the positive and negative elements implicated in it, determines the causes that precipitate it and the consequences that result from it, and can raise concerns concurrent with its specific context. 

	No
	Sometimes
	Most times
	Yes
	Yes, and with sophistication

	Completes the task assigned:
All elements of the activity are answered completely and with thoroughness. Work is submitted on time.


	No
	Sometimes
	Most times
	Yes
	Yes, and with sophistication

	Use of language:

Student uses language that is coherent, cohesive, and appropriate to the context.  
	No
	Sometimes
	Most times
	Yes
	Yes, and with sophistication

	Uses information: 

MLA citation and referencing is when the situation requires it and when it is used, it is done so correctly used.  
	No
	Sometimes
	Most times
	Yes
	Yes, and with sophistication

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Independent Book L.E.S. Rubric: Takes a Position on a Contemporary World Issue

	Criteria
	Performance Levels 

	
	[1]                  [2]
	[3]
	[4]
	[5]

	
	0-40%
	41-56%
	63-72%
	80-85%
	92-100%

	Takes a position on an issue:

Student examines the issue at hand, considers various ways of solving the issue, makes an informed  choice that is consistent with their analysis and personal values, explains their reasons for making that choice,  recognizes the possible ramifications of it, can defend their opinion to others.

	No
	Sometimes
	Most times
	Yes
	Yes, and with sophistication

	Completes the task assigned:
All elements of the activity are completed with quality and with thoroughness. Work is submitted on time.


	No
	Sometimes
	Most times
	Yes
	Yes, and with sophistication

	Use of language:

Student uses language that is coherent, cohesive, and appropriate to the context.  
	No
	Sometimes
	Most times
	Yes
	Yes, and with sophistication

	Uses information: 

MLA citation and referencing is when the situation requires it and when it is used, it is done so correctly used.  
	No
	Sometimes
	Most times
	Yes
	Yes, and with sophistication

	
	
	
	
	
	


5A Independent Reading Schedule – Term 2
November 23

· Time for silent reading (30-40 minutes).

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).
November 25
· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

November 30

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

December 2

· Whole class activity – Group 1.

· Whole class activity – Group 2.

December 4

· Whole class activity – Group 3.

· Whole class activity – Group 4.

December 8

· Regular class – Bring your Contemporary World materials.

· Due date: Section #1

December 11

· Exam review.

January 6

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

January 8

· Whole class activity – Group 5.

· Whole class activity – Group 6.

January 12

· Whole class activity – Group 7.

· Whole class activity – Group 8.

January 19

· Due date: Section #2

5B Independent Reading Schedule – Term 2
November 23

· Time for silent reading (30-40 minutes).

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

November 25

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

November 27

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

December 2

· Whole class activity – Group 1.

· Whole class activity – Group 2.

December 4

· Whole class activity – Group 3.

· Whole class activity – Group 4.

December 8

· Regular class – Bring your Contemporary World materials.

· Due date: Section #1

December 10

· Exam review.

January 6

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

January 8

· Whole class activity – Group 5.

· Whole class activity – Group 6.

January 12

· Whole class activity – Group 7.

· Whole class activity – Group 8.

January 19

· Due date: Section #2

5C Independent Reading Schedule – Term 2
November 18

· Time for silent reading (30-40 minutes).

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

November 24

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

November 26

· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

December 1

· Whole class activity – Group 1.

· Whole class activity – Group 2.

December 3

· Whole class activity – Group 3.

· Whole class activity – Group 4.

December 7

· Regular class – Bring your Contemporary World materials.

· Due date: Section #1

December 9

· Exam review.

January 5
· “Book club” discussion groups (30-40 minutes).

· Bring your Contemporary World materials for the 1st half of class.

January 7
· Whole class activity – Group 5.

· Whole class activity – Group 6.

January 11
· Whole class activity – Group 7.

· Whole class activity – Group 8.

January 18
· Due date: Section #2




5 spaces from the top margin, include your creative title. 


Do not underline or italicize it, but bold is acceptable.


Capitalize every word except for the prepositions.


Maintain Times New Roman 12pt size font.








The Cover Page is NEVER paginated





10 spaces between the title and your class info.





List the course title, your teacher’s name, the date the assignment is due, and the school name (single spaced).


.





10 spaces after the class information, include your name and your class (single spaced).








Work cited entries are ALWAYS listed alphabetically. They include EVERY source you quoted or paraphrased from in your work.








The Works Cited Page should be paginated
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Work cited entries that take up more than one line always use a hanging indent. You can find this function in the “Format Paragraph” section of Word 








If you have more than one work by the same author or from the same book, your Works Cited Page must indicate the complete reference information of each.





Also, you must distinguish clearly, in the parenthetical reference in your text, which text you are citing from. 


To clearly distinguish the texts, include a truncated version of the title after the author’s last name and before the page references. 





Ex: (Frost “Birches” Line 5) or (Poe “Amontillado” 41)











